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United Nations Human Rights Council
27th Session of the UPR Working Group

Geneva, 1 May 2017

---
German recommendations 
to
Bahrain




Thank you Mr. President, 
Germany thanks the delegation of Bahrain for the presentation of its report.
We commend the Government of Bahrain for its efforts to strengthen the mandate of the National Institution for Human Rights and welcome the amendments to the Law on Political Societies which stipulates the separation of religion and politics.
Yet, we remain deeply concerned about the recent application of the death penalty. Moreover, we are troubled by reports on human rights defenders banned from travelling to Geneva to attend pre-sessions of the current UPR.
Germany therefore offers the following recommendations:
1. Introduce a moratorium on the execution of the death penalty.
2. Ensure that all allegations of enforced disappearances, torture or any other form of ill-treatment are independently, promptly and thoroughly investigated, and perpetrators are brought to justice in accordance with international rule of law standards. 
3. Amend the 2006 Law of Protecting Society from Terrorist Acts to avoid imposing statelessness on individuals and minimize negative impact on the families of those affected.
4. Repeal or amend all laws which restrict the freedoms of expression, association or assembly, including Decree 31 of 2013, Law 34 of 2014, and Law 26 of 2015.
Thank you.


Advance questions Germany
UPR Bahrain
1) Have officials of all ranks been held accountable for their actions, especially regarding allegations of torture and other ill-treatment in connection with the events of 2011?
2) Have all sentences by the National Safety Court been repealed and the cases transferred to criminal courts? 
3) On what grounds and on which legal basis have travel bans been imposed on Bahraini citizens, especially in the case of Sayed Hadi, who was scheduled to speak at the UPR Pre-Session in April? 
4) In what way was civil society involved in the preparation of the Kingdom of Bahrain’s National Report?
5) How does the government of the Kingdom of Bahrain intend to engage with representatives of the opposition following the dissolution of the largest political society “Al Wefaq” last year and the proposed dissolution of the second largest political society “Wa’ad”?
6) How does the government of the Kingdom of Bahrain intend to cooperate with the UN mechanisms and special procedures in the future, especially with regard to standing invitations to UN Special Rapporteurs?
7) [bookmark: _GoBack]What efforts are made to ensure the unhindered access to medical treatment for all groups of the population in accordance with article 8 of the Constitution?[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ADHRB, BIRD, BCHR; Bahrain’s Third Cycle UPR – A record of repression, p. 184] 
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